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This, together with the crystal atmosphere, make Korea,
even after only a few years’ residence, a delightful reminiscence.
No people surpass the Koreans
in love for and appreciation of beautiful scenery.

Their literature is full of it.
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ON OPENING THE EXHIBITION

Joseon was a mysterious country, unknown to the West.

By the end of the 19th century, the world started to
notice Joseon, and many blue-eyed Westerners knocked
on its gates. Those new to Joseon looked at its history
and culture with curious eyes, hoping for answers. They
explored Joseon, published records, drawings, and photo-
graphs of Joseon in books, and took the lead in promoting
Joseon to the world.

In this exhibition, under the theme of “Welcome to
Joseon(The Story of Joseon Recorded in Books)” we will explore
Joseon from the perspective of Westerners who have
stepped on our land since the opening of the port. The
books published by Westerners at the time cover a wide
range of topics, including Joseon’s printing technology,
literary history, and Korean vocabulary and grammar, as
well as Joseon’s architecture, cultural assets, daily life,
and customs. From Maurice Courant’s “Bibliographie
Coréenne,” in which the author had a deep love for Joseon
literature and books, to Hulbert’s “Omjee, The Wizard”
which reinterprets Korean folktales and Elizabeth Keith’s

“Old Korea” which vividly captures the beautiful atmos-

phere and colors of Joseon; in this exhibition, we present
you the books that depict Joseon through the eyes of
Westerners.

Through this exhibition, we hope that you will discov-
er the other side of Joseon, which was portrayed as “The
Hermit Nation” for some and “a country of civilization and
intellectual excellence” for others, as you feel the breath of
history and culture of the past.
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